
Written Testimony for the Immigration Subcommittee - H.R. 1425, Wartime Treatment 
Study Act 

Tempe, Arizona 
March 17, 2009 

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on Citizenship, Refugees, Border Security, and International Law 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Re: Hearing on: the Treatment of Latin Americans of Japanese Descent, European 
Americans, and Jewish Refugees During World War II; H.R. 1425, Wartime Treatment 
Study Act 

Dear Congresswoman Lofgren: 

Enclosed is my written testimony on H.R. 1425, Wartime Treatment Study Act, with five 
supporting enclosures as relates to the internment of German Americans in the United 
States during World War II. 

I have condensed 30 years of research into my statement and I am in hopes that it will 
help you and your committee in its deliberations on this most important matter. Should 
your committee members or members of your staff see the need for additional details on 
this subject, please do not hesitate to contact me for such information. 

I am most disappointed that I was not asked to testify on this important legislation. I 
believe that my research on the matter is impeccable and irrefutable. In addition to my 
research qualifications, I am one of only a few living U.S. citizens who actually lived in a 
World War II internment camp. 

Sincerely, 

Major, US 
A US-bo Internee at 12 

 

P.S. Sixty-five years ago today my father, Lambert D. Jacobs, had his hearing on whether 
he should be interned- the verdict was unanimous---do not intern! However, Edward J. 
Ennis of the Alien Enemy Control Unit of the Department of Justice had other ideas-he 
had my father arrested and locked up! Think about it! 
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Statement of Arthur D. Jacobs, Major, USAF Retired and a former U.S.-born 
internee during World War II, Submitted to the SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP, REFUGEES, BORDER SECURITY, 
AND INTERNATIONAL LAW. (March 19, 2009) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on behalf of my brother, 
myself, and my deceased parents. 
  
Sixty-five years ago, almost to the day of this hearing, on March 17, 1944, my 
father Lambert D. Jacobs had his hearing.  His hearing board, including a U.S. 
Attorney, unanimously recommended that my father not be interned. 
Nevertheless, Edward J. Ennis of the then Alien Enemy Control unit of the 
Department of Justice decided otherwise—he had my father arrested and interned. 
This resulted in the destruction of our family.  The order for his arrest was signed 
by the Attorney General Francis Biddle, and dated October 30, 1944.  [See 
enclosure 1] 
 
Vital to note, my father was never charged with a crime; he was simply locked up 
because Edward J. Ennis “deemed” my father dangerous to the public safety. 
Imagine in America, one man acting as jury and judge incarcerating my father 
preemptively, because who knows, just maybe, he might commit a crime 
sometime in the future.  He was not incarcerated because he had committed a 
crime.  His crime he was born German.  Imagine the shame, disgrace and 
dishonor when friends, neighbors, and the public all presume guilt.  Why? 
Because in America you are innocent until proven guilty.  How many more times 
did this occur? 
  
The details of my forced flight from America are recorded in my book, The 
Prison Called Hohenasperg: An American boy betrayed by his Government 
during World War II, Universal Publishers, Parkland, FL, 1999.  It is a tale of 
how as a boy born in the USA, I survived the ordeal, and how I fought my way 
back to my beloved America. 
 

Unknown to most Americans, more than 10,000 Germans and German 
Americans were interned in the United States during WWII.  My family was 
part of those statistics.  Our perilous path began when our home in Brooklyn 
was ransacked by FBI agents, leading to incarceration at Ellis Island, N.Y., 
internment at Crystal City, Texas, and imprisonment, after the war, at a place 
in Germany called Hohenasperg.   
. 
When I arrived in Germany in the dead of winter, I was transported to 
Hohenasperg in a frigid, stench-filled, locked, and heavily guarded, boxcar. 
Once in Hohenasperg, I was separated from my family and put into a prison 
cell.  I was only twelve years old!  I was treated like a Nazi by the U.S. Army 
guards and was told that if I didn't behave I would be killed.  I tried to tell 

 



 

them I was an American, but they just told me to shut up.  My fellow inmates 
included high-ranking officers of the Third Reich who were being held for 
interrogation and denazification. 

 
My father was locked up at Ellis Island, New York.  Subsequently my mother, 
brother, and I were locked up there also when we could not support ourselves. 
During April 1945 we were transported under guard, from Ellis Island to the 
Crystal City Family Internment Camp at Crystal City, Texas.  There we joined 
thousands of Japanese Americans and German Americans who also were 
interned.  We remained there until December 1945 when we were shipped back to 
Ellis Island, N.Y. 
 
We remained on Ellis Island until January 17, 1946 when we boarded the S.S. 
Aiken Victory, and sailed for a war-torn and starving Germany.  On January 26, 
1946 we arrived at Bremerhaven, Germany where we were met by armed U.S. 
Army guards.  They shouted and pointed their weapons at us as we came down 
the gang plank of the S.S. Aiken.  From Bremerhaven we were transported in U.S. 
Army two-and-one-half ton trucks to Bremen, Germany, some fifty miles to the 
south.  There we were loaded into frigid-stinking boxcars, yes boxcars, unheated 
and with no facilities.  Then for two days and three nights we were transported to 
Ludwigsburg, Germany; and then taken to the prison called Hohenasperg. 
  
Despite all the injustices of internment, I served my country for 22 years in the 
United States Air Force; perhaps it was a subconscious attempt to prove beyond a 
doubt my loyalty to the United States of America; or was it the upbringing of my 
parents of an American patriot.  After serving 10 years as an enlisted man; 
I earned my commission; and in 1973 I retired honorably as a Major.  
Subsequently to my military service, I dedicated 30 years to intensive research 
on German American internment.   
 
Unlike most internment researchers who use secondary documents, I poured over 
original and primary documents.  Many of the documents are indexed at 
www.foitimes.com.  In addition my extensive research collection is housed in the
Speical Collections Section of the Air Force Academy Library.  Studying and 
examining German American internment I was dually motivated.  Not only did 
I want to understand why our government would undertake such policies but 
more critical could this happen again?  Would other families have to live with 
a permanent stain to their family name because of war hysteria or preemptive 
incarceration policies?  Would other American-born children have to experience
a lonely 11 year separation from the parents they loved and respected during the 
tumultuous years of adolescence? 
 
Few people understand how destructive the weight of internment was to its 
victims.  It can consume you if you let it, fortunately I did not, but rather I became 
more retrospective.  I have seen how the United States Government abused its 
power; denied habeas corpus merely because of one’s birthplace and I learned 
how the victims of internment were emotionally and economically scarred for the 
rest of their lives. 
  

http://www.foitimes.com/


 

The most critical essential principle of internment was the ABC List, or Custodial 
Detention List(s), used by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and 
Department of Justice to arrest potentially dangerous persons.  The ABC list was, 
in fact deemed, useless[1] [See Enclosure 2].  As was the instance with the 
Japanese Americans, wartime hysteria also resulted in the roundup, arrest, and 
internment of innocent victims of German heritage—their sole “crime” was that 
they were of the nationality of the enemy. 
 
During my research I also learned that just like the Japanese Americans, German 
Americans were rounded up, arrested and interned.  For example, by January 12, 
1942, 1,302 German Americans were arrested by the FBI.  [See Map at Enclosure 
3].  Then I also learned that more than 50 detention centers and internment camps 
were used for the incarceration of German Americans.  [See Map at Enclosure 4] 
 
In closing, this hidden and disgraceful chapter in our history should be examined 
for all Americans to understand.  The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 victimized 
German American internees and their families a second time when they opened 
only one chapter of internment in a book with more than one chapter.  How could 
the Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians (CWRIC) 
ignore the selective internment of 11,000 German Americans based upon a 
preemptive doctrine, particularly when that preemptive doctrine originates from a 
seriously defective, worthless FBI Custodial Detention List?  Doesn’t this 
seriously defy the total American concept of justice?   Incomprehensible, is the 
CWRIC recognizing the unjust “en masse” relocation of Japanese Americans 
while ignoring the more insidious, or equally insidious, selective internment of 
German Americans by the Department of Justice.  How can the U.S. government 
justify the picking-up of innocent civilians one by one from a list declared 
unreliable (and ordered to be destroyed by Attorney General Biddle) be just or 
logical?  The time has long come to conclude the work of the Civil Liberties Act 
of 1988 and provide justice to all those affected by unjust internment policies. 
 
On November 19, 1999 one member of Congress, Matt Salmon, U.S. Representative 
of Arizona, spoke out on this matter we he entered Proclamation 2526 into the 
Congressional Record, when he stated:  “As we reach the end of the century, I urge 
my colleagues to pursue a full historical accounting of the experiences of all 
Americans who suffered discrimination during the Second World War as 
expeditiously as possible.” [See Enclosure 5].   Again, I say the time has come to 
act upon this matter!   
 
 
 
 

 
 
[1] Memorandum for Hugh B. Cox, Assistant Attorney General and J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director Federal Bureau of Investigation from the Attorney General, Francis Biddle, 
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OFF1CE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAl:. 

WASHING'fOH, D. G, 

July 16, 1943 

MEMORANDUM FOR 
HUGH B. COX, ASSISTANT ATTORl\'EY GENERAL 

AND  
J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR  

FEDERAL BTmEAU OF INVESTIGATION  

I refer to Mr. L. M. C. Smithls memorandum to me dated June 28, 
1943, which reviews the history, development, anj r:;ec:.ning of the Special 
Case work and of the danger classifications that were made as a part of 
that work. 

After full re-c)nsideration of these individual danger classifica-
tions, I am satisfied that they serve no useful purpose. The detention 
of alien enemies is baing dealt with under the procedures established 
by the Alien Enemy Control Unit. The Special Ca:::e procedure has been 
found to be valueless and is not used in th<!.t connection . ..:r_l,1~r~.JJi",no 

~.:!:,~.~~_.e.u tho r i 23. t 12_!l-E.r......£.t~r.e~~1}...Lju_6JciJ:j_cati. on_for:.... lee epinK.a 
~'custodial detention" list of citizens. The Department fulfills its 
pro-oper 'fimctlciiis-D:rrrivestigati~g' t1i.'8~ activities of persons who may have 
violated the law. It is not aided in this work by classifying persons 
as to dangerousness. 

Apart fro~ these general considerations, it is now clear to me that 
this classification system is inherently unr·eliable. The evidence used 
for the purpose. ofrraking the...classificationa was inade'qllate ;"'~he'stand-
}.:'~d;·.:appILecL'·t:O·th·E;eYiden'cefor the'purpose of making the cla.:3sificti"-" 
tions were defective; and finally, the notion t.e.at it is possible,to 
..:nak.e.;:_'Y.;~Tci~d;{e·r~~I13. t,ionas to how d~ngerous a person is in the a"b-
stract and wi thout reference to time, envi rorur,ent, and othel- releva.nt 
circumstances, is imp::-actical, unwise, and dangerous.

r... ""... ~_~. __" ,_,OJ ._ , ..... -_, .. " .-.~, ~ .. _ •• , 

For the foregoing reasons I am s5tisified that the adoption of this 
classification system was a mistake tbat should be rectified for the 
future. Accordingly, I direct that the class fications heretofore made 
should not be reg~rded as classifications 0: rousness or as f 
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/ determination of fact. in ~my sense. In 1~he future, they should 
not be used for any purpose whatsoev,er". Questions ndsed ll,S to 
the status or activities of a particular person should be dis-
posed of by consideration of all availa,ble information, but 
without reference to any classification heret.ofore made. 

A copy of this mSlIIors"ndum should be plac:ed :1.n the file 
of each person who' has hitherto been given a cliaBsffication. In 
addition, each card upon wbich a classification appears should be 
stampell with the fol '.owing language: 

"THIS CLASSIF'ICATI()N IS trNRELIABLE. rr IS 
HE..qEBY CANCELLED, AND SHOULD HOT BE 1l1SE.'D 
AS A DETERMINA'I'ION OF DANGEROUSNESS OR OF 
ANY O'iHER FACT. (SEE ME}l.ORt.Nj)U!.1 OF JULY 16. 
1943 FROM THE A'I'TORHEY GENER/i.L TO HUGH B. 
COX AND J. EDGAR HOOVER).~ 

Attorney General 
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KNoWN WORlJ)!NARII INTERNMENT fACIUlIES IN'THE UNI'TEb' s fATES 
USed fOr the detention of German AmericanCiililians~-Men. WomAmi:.and Children 

ft lincoln 

De"v::"tl.~ ... 
City of. ' :\ 

Selma . 

McAle$ter 
l. Sitl 

Ft Stanto LStn~~. 
'r~--"" 

~ 
Map prep;eif"b\lA..AJ~ Sli1JJu811 . 

Puer»~Legend: HOS == Home of the Good Shepherd 
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“PROCLAMATION NO. 2526 -- HON. MATT SALMON (Extension of Remarks - 
November 19, 1999) 

[Page: E2525] 
---  

HON. MATT SALMON  

in the House of Representatives  

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1999 

 Mr. SALMON. Mr. Speaker, the severe treatment of Japanese Americans and 
aliens during World War II has been extensively detailed. Not as chronicled is the 
less pervasive, but still serious discrimination on the basis of ethnicity suffered by 
Americans or aliens of Italian and German descent. To this end, Congressman 
Rick Lazio's Wartime Violation of Italian Americans Civil Liberties Act, which 
passed the House last week, would provide Americans with a sharper account of 
the discrimination suffered by Italian Americans during World War II. But, 
history would still lack a clear picture of the German-American experience.  

 It's clear that certain Americans of German descent experienced injustices similar 
to other ethnic groups during World War II. For example, consider the case of 
Arthur D. Jacobs, an American of German descent, who now lives in my district. 
Mr. Jacobs published a book earlier in the year, The Prison Called Hohenasperg 
that details his account of internment in the United States and Germany. Mr. 
Jacobs and his family spent time at Ellis Island, Crystal City, TX, and finally a 
prison camp in Germany. The event that put Mr. Jacobs ordeal in motion was the 
leveling of unsubstantiated, anonymous charges against his father.  

 The book has generated national interest. The November 1st edition of the 
American Library Association's Booklist offered the following review of the 
book:  

[Page: E2526] 
There has been very little written about the terrible punishment that was meted out to 
thousands of German Americans during World War II. That's why Jacob's book is an 
important one. This modest tome opens up a hidden and disgraceful chapter in our history 
for all to see.  

 

 The internment of Mr. Jacobs and his family was not an isolated case. Arnold 
Kramer, a Texas A&M professor specializing in European history and author of 
Undue Process: The Untold Story of America's German Alien Internees, observed 
in his book that about 15 percent of the 10,905 German aliens and Americans 
interned were committed Nazis, while the rest `were ordinary American citizens.'  
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 In the 48 hours following the bombing of Pearl Harbor President Franklin 
Roosevelt issued Proclamation 2525, 2526, and 2527, which authorized restrictive 
rules for aliens of Japanese, German, and Italian descent, respectively. These 
proclamations coupled with Executive Order 9066, which authorized the War 
Department to exclude certain persons from designated military areas, resulted in 
hardships and the deprivation of certain fundamental rights for the targeted 
populations. A 1980 Congressional Research Service Report, The Internment of 
German and Italian Aliens Compared With the Internment of Japanese Aliens in 
the United States During World War II: A Brief History and Analysis, revealed 
that the War Department would not support the `collective evacuation of German 
and Italian aliens from the West Coast or from anywhere else in the United States' 
but would authorize individual exclusion orders `against both aliens and citizens 
under the authority of Executive Order 9066.' In other words, German and Italian 
Americans and aliens could still be denied basic civil liberties because of their 
heritage.  

 Ideally, Congress would address both the Italian American and German American 
experience during World War II. On a per capita basis, it appears that 
significantly more Americans or aliens of German descent were interned than 
Italian Americans. According to personal Justice Denied, a report of the 
Commission on Wartime Relocation and Internment of Civilians issued in 1982, 
the Justice Department had interned 1,393 Germans and 264 Italians by February 
16, 1942. Moreover, the Commission's report contains evidence that German 
Americans were considered to be more of a threat than Italian Americans. For 
instance, the Secretary of War in 1942 instructed the military commander in 
charge of implementing Executive Order 9066 to consider plans for excluding 
German aliens, but to ignore the Italians. And later in the year, the Attorney 
General announced that Italians would no longer be considered `aliens of enemy 
nationality.' No such clarification was ever issued for German Americans. Finally, 
President Franklin Roosevelt dismissed the threat of those of Italian descent living 
in America, referring to them as `a lot of opera singers.'  

 As we reach the end of the century, I urge my colleagues to pursue a full 
historical accounting of the experiences of all Americans who suffered 
discrimination during the Second World War as expeditiously as possible.”  
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