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Pres. Barack H. Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Re:  German-American Internees 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 

The German World Alliance (GWA), headquartered in Washington, D.C., is pleased 
to note the initiatives which you have started since the beginning of your presidency in order 
to bring about a new dialogue in many conflict areas of our world.  I am, as president of the 
GWA, convinced that a policy of détente is only possible through dialogue.  Those who 
reject dialogue are not really competent to offer solutions to the world’s problems.  

I would like at this point to remind you of your speech in Prague.  In it, you recalled 
the horrors of WWII and warned of intolerance and extremism.  Europeans cheered you and 
let you know that they understood your message.  After two horrible world wars, Europe 
now follows a policy of political dialogue.  I am certain that both America and Europe will 
have to continue to be responsible in the world.  Understanding between the two sections of 
the earth is thus important.  Understanding can only take place where it is possible to have 
an open dialogue and to discuss rather than repress problems. 

In the United States, many citizens of German ancestry are still alive who were 
interned in US camps and accused of disloyalty to the US because of their German identity. 
 They suffered discrimination, were suppressed and blanketly accused of cooperation with 
Nazi Germany.  They have, up to the present day, received neither restitution nor an 
apology from the U.S. government.  Here I would like to remind you of the case of the many 
Japanese who suffered a similar fate in the USA.  The Japanese were rehabilitated and 
received restitution.  These gestures allowed those who had suffered a painful wound to 
begin a process of healing.  

Nearly a full human life span has passed since WWII.  It is my view that the time has 
come to make a similar gesture to the German-American internees, to show the US 
government’s regret.  It is important that these elderly persons should finally be liberated 
from the old accusations of disloyalty toward the US.  To do so would be an important 
moral gesture.   

I hope that I, as president of the GWA, can presume to ask you to take this step.  The 
GWA, which represents the German ethnic group in the US, will make every effort for the 
publication of a letter by you in this regard in all German publications.  
 

Respectfully, 
 

 
Wassertheurer Peter 

President of the German World Alliance/ 
Präsident der Deutschen Weltallianz 

By: VP KSchemm

http://www.germanworldalliance.org/


EBERHARD E. FUHR 

 
MAY 4, 2009 

 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President, United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500   via fax 202/456-2461 
 
Dear Mr.  President: 
 
You were obviously misinformed when you approved grants for Japanese Internment 
Sites to the exclusion of German, Italian and other European internment Sites during and 
extending three years after WW 2. 
 
Chicago, at 4800 S. Ellis, was an interim internment facility processing hundreds, mostly 
German and Italian civilians for more permanent facilities in N..Dakota, Texas and Ellis 
Island. This site was included in the Art Institute of Chicago Exhibit, in 2005 of notable 
WW2 Chicago area sites important to prosecution of the war and A Bomb development. 
 
At age 17 I was arrested in my Woodward High Class in Cincinnati. Woodward was then 
fully integrated 50/50 with about 4,000 students. Ezzard Charles, already pro boxer was 
in my Spanish 2 class. I lettered football and baseball. I was sent to the above, and on 
reaching 18 ,was taken to the Cook County Jail Draft Board for registration. Sent then to 
Crystal City Texas for internment with Germans, Japanese, and families from Latin 
America. This site is NOT one of those designated for preservation or recognition.. 
 
Department of Justice statements, by the Attorney General and his assistants, noted that 
60,000 “mostly German” were arrested; hearings were granted; but COUNSEL was 
EXCLUDED. The Courts, including Appeals Courts, consistently held that habeas corpus 
was properly denied as late as the Schleuter Case, affirmed Jan 2, 1947. I was released at 
the age of 22 in September 1947, a long two years plus after the war ended. 
 
 I seek absolutely no personal remuneration as accorded the Japanese , even though we 
lost our home to looters and foreclosure..The confinement of Europeans was just as 
onerous as for the Japanese, thus requiring EQUAL RECOGNITION– or none. 
 

     Respectfully Yours, 
     Eberhard Fuhr 



Tempe, Arizona 
May 4, 2009 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
Via fax 202-456-2461 
 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
This is to inform you that the grants that you approved for Japanese American Internment 
Sites in March 2009 discriminate against former German Americans and Italian 
Americans.  This is true because not one of the included sites is a location where German 
Americans and Italian Americans were interned. 
 
This is second slap of the face of German Americans and Italian Americans.  The first 
was when P.L. 100-383, The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 was enacted. 
 
Mr. President, this is a country where we seek justice for all.  Such has not been the case 
of the German American and Italian American victims of internment.  Please correct this 
situation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Arthur D. Jacobs 
Major, USAF Retired 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

May 6, 2009 
 
The Honorable Barack Obama 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, DC 20500 
Via fax 202-456-2461 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
In a very few years, all 15,000 European Americans who were victims of WWII U.S. government 
internment policy will be deceased. For sixty eight years, European American internees have 
struggled to persuade Congress to investigate the injustices and constitutional violations of U.S. 
internment policy, which occurred during a very tumultuous period of world history.  
 
In 1988, The Civil Liberties Act was enacted, giving redress to Japanese Americans, who were 
the majority of WWII internees. European Americans, the minority of internees, were dismissed 
and ignored. Then last year, Public Law 109-441 was enacted with the express purpose of 
preserving Japanese American Confinement Sites, exclusively.  
 
Unfortunately, since European American WWII internees are small in number and geographically 
dispersed, it is difficult to lobby Congressional support. Obviously, we are not a large political 
block that can influence congressman or senators as effectively as former Japanese American 
internees. Perhaps, since internment policy emanated from the executive branch and not 
Congress, it is fitting to petition the President of the United States to use executive power to 
correct the injustices that occurred to European American internees as a result of Executive 
Order 9066. 
 
Enclosed is an FBI original document dated December 4, 1941 from Hawaii which details the 
origins of U.S. internment policy. Important details are enumerated in the document regarding the 
use of “selective” internment policy in sizeable enemy alien populations. War hysteria caused the 
public to lose sight of reality, that most internees were merely poor powerless immigrants, who 
were the nationality of the enemy.  
 
President Obama, it is time for our government to finish the work initiated by The Civil Liberties 
Act of 1988 by investigating all victims of WWII internment. As citizens, our job is to ensure that 
government servants and elected officials seek justice for all. To date all branches of the 
American government have failed German American and Italian American victims of internment. 
Remember the last line of our Pledge of Allegiance - “Justice for all.” 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Shirley A. Weiss 
XXXXXXXXXXXX 
XXXXXXXXXXXX 
 
 
Enclosure 
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1Rl'itl'ru,l iCUfl'U,1t of :lnl1ltU~JilIti9UUO" 
.. -' 'mtliieb flubs iI.epudlt1iu:nt ILll .ifWitire 

HONOLULU, 'I .. H. 

" 
RLS:PB December 4., 1941. I~ 

Director, 

Ji'odara] BureAu of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. 


He: INTERNAJe. m~Ci[.mITY. " 
t.../CUS'roDIAL ]DE~l'ENTION LIST ... 

ll.EAiiifSE-;-- (!§!l~J£:..jlI~D IT~~~~~. I.. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference is ma(Je to the i:3ureall letter :i.n the above-·captioned 

matter onted November 25, 1941, concerninG the stet-us. of the Gustodjal 

detention project and the submission 0:[' i.nformation l't;jlfltivo to 

Jap[]neS8, German and Italipn aliens who E'lre consider(c)(i dengfH'ous and 


. whose ·remcval from society in the eVE:mt, of wur muld bH requi.red in 
the public interest. 

Concerning the comment on the in:strnctions containedin e 

r!'ldiograrn d~~.ted J\lovember 20, 1941p to Gubmi i:. 3. list of 011 G€:rmuII 9lld 

Italil!'.n aliens recOnJIIlended for custodial detcnticll, I lwve 1'01:'\11/ rued 

dB.tn in complinnce with these instruct;i.ons by letter under the c~ption, 


"INT:r::RNAL SECUHI'l'Y, Custodie.l Detenttorl, German and Itnlial1 Aliens'," 

dFlted NOVGrnber 17, 1941, which 'IIfflS m~LiJ.ed on the firRt available 

clipper from these islAnds. This letter contr:ined as en enclosure £t 


memoranduru approved by the Commanding crc::::]~~eI'o1. of the He.wniieo. Depart·,·· 

roent of the Unittld Stp.tes Army, outUnlng the procedure 1'01' the ;~us-· 


todi:'11 detention of these aliens in tilE, event of a dec18ration of war 

involving the United States with Germany "md • In addit:ion to the 

names of the aliens who l'lreconsidered dangerous and for whom custodtal 

memoranda hRd been prepared, there WerE? also listed l\me.~icen cit zet:.8 .; 

of German descant of siInilflr clfl.ssificatHm., These names were solecteQ" 

by the military authorities in collaboral~ion with thi.s ofLtce end re·· ~;.: 


present the persons of German Hnct Ital:L[;Xl tendencies for v.holll custocd.al 

detention has bl3en recommended by thi~: f:l.eh', division nncl represent 

the list described in the letter of reference. ~ 


"1 ' 

f t ) r 1 _I . ; I.,'. 

This list includes all of' t.he known :;ol'Jclan aliens rl:Jsiding tr~ 

the Territory of Hnwnii which have been compl1c:w. from the nlien reeiE::";" 

trotioD dAta furnishod this office by the Bure8u. which it,rpceived,\" 

from the Bureau of L'1l111igrHtion, and which 1~hi.s africa obtdli"d fl'nm t-bl~1 


1'; , 
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DLl'c=ctor 

records of the I!:1:!::i:.:ration nnd NatU:l'<Ilizution 3et'v';'cE: in llonolulu. 

This illiormation has been ::nrt,ished by this oJ~fice 

to the office of \"T-2 in Honolulu. Since trw ,;'~lr Dep:~Ll't;;ent in ll<-:'i2.ii 

vlill exen:ise c,)1ltrol o'/el' Gcr:llan aliens, the office oi',ith tile 

approv;;"l of the Corn:r.and i.ne:: General of the iffc'::;tiiC'.n IJepi3l't::;en t, :1;:.]S 


decided to dell "itll tllCse aliens, as o.ltl.inc(;:.n m;r lettcl' to the 

Jureau of !Iovc;:!lJer 17> 1941. Custodial detenticn ;:ler:.or:md& are ")\:!in 0 


submitted to tile iJurcau on all of tbe aliens ;;ilO arc to be !Jeize:d b;:r" 

the ',jar Department in Honolulu on Vlholti they have no~ heretoi'ore been 

submitted. 

i.. 
rThis office feels that insofar as the (}ern3!) ,lna 
•Italian aU en situation is concerned, t.here can be no improvement, since 

each and every German end Itali,2.n alien in the Ha·,.'Q.il.an I::;lands is 

krlO\'ifl and arrall:;eclents have been effected by the .i,:1' Depa!'~:,:CIlt throU,,":h 

the assistarlce <:Ind cooperation of thL; oi'1'ice in fUl'Ltisi1inc thm,l the 

nai7leS of such iod1viduals, for the ;:;pecific handline; of each alld every 

individual alien German and Italian in the lI:ii.c.iian Islands, ;_,3 out­

lined in my letter of November 17J 191.1. 


,1. similar cOLlpilation of the lli..iW3.3 of JapUlGCe .:\.liens 
and ci ti zens of J a.pQ..'1ese aIlC~es try r:LlO i'ul'llis;il'::;U to the;: ,]uro[;u in Con­
nection ,·:it.h the control of Japanese alil:'lls ill the ev'ent O.i.' ~·i<:.r bcti':cen 
the United :Jtr,tes and Je,.;.nill Illlich 1IJUS tx'all,s;:d,ttcd to the 3ure2·U :,itll my 
letter of 1l0vcltllJer 22, 191.1, captioned !'Iuterntil :jecu;"it,Y'J ell":; v(>ula1 
Deter:tion, J2.pi3l1eOe ;,lien:J. II ,~s pointed out in tilis letta:.-, t1e no..:11'':3 
included in these annexes attached to trw plans under r:hich til;:;'f 11111 
be seized are those J'apanese ali€~ns and citi:~cns of Jupane:::e ,;nce",i.,ry 
for \'Ino;ne custodial detention mellloranda have been sui.);:liLt<:;cl bY' this 
office to the Bureau. 

I have kept myself currently informr.ct at aLL t:Lmes as 
to the identity and nwn..':Jer of perscifls recoI:l.'nender for Clisto(ti~l cietention 
by this office and this information ha.s been properly classified accJ'.'u­
ing to existing Bureau instructions. 

The ;3Ur8QU ~':ill observe fr'oln my lettt':;l' of !<over;i)';.)r 
191rJ., and my lett.er of Uecenber 4, 191;,1, as a supple::;rmt thereto .. en­
titled IIInternal :]ecurity, Custodial Detention, Je[ja;,c::;c .U,iens" that 
there are now a totti OJ.' ))8 Japanes i8 aliens to be seizt,cl UIl,;iOl' the re­
spective plans outliuc.;u therein. It also j_ncludes 9 ilJ,:el'ic;:'ti. citizens of 
Japanese atlC t:::; try. 'j'he Jureau.·;ill also obsr.~rve i'l'o:r:';"'{hL]it /, to my 
h,t Ler of Lovernber 17, 1941, anti tled IIInternal Secudty, (Jus todL::J. i)c­
tention .. ;''';':mili.U1 UrKl Itc.lio.n Aliens" that a ti,tVJ. uf 8U alien Jerm,:ms CJlld 

29 alien It<J.liuns have be;;o listed .fDr custodia:;' tietcntioll and sdzure by 
Army c:.uthorities. Th.is figure is arrived ct by d81c.:t:cng tl13 exceptions 
listed in rara[Jl'uphs 4, 6 and 8 of the me:;.oranclum cnti~,led "::eizure a'ld 
Detentiv;t Plall~ aLtuch'2!d to my .letter~'roJa the totQl nu.r:wer of (.fernan III 

and Italian. ali.:ns listed in l:.;xhibit .;, t,.. Ci2.iti letter. 

'1
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Director 12/~-I41 

It is true that inve3tigative report:;; have not been subrnitted in 
every case but :mch reports are bein,,:: prepared. However, the ellS­

todial memorandum submitted on each subject Via.S based on inforr,1ation 
already in the file which was obtained throu ',,11 the r;eneral survey 
of Japanese activities in the Hawai.ian Islands and other inves 
tions which have not bBen report~ed by investieative report in the 
individual case file. 

The ,jar Department \";:1.11 control t;H~ enemy alien 
population in the Ha.-iaiian Islands. The r;;ethod and nanner of :.;;uch 
control, as has bean agreed upon by the ,iar Depart;~ent in Ha,';aii, 
is outlined in my lztter of fJovember 22, 1941, and the enclosures 
attached thereto. Since there are over 41,000 Japanes3 aliens in 
the Terri tory of Hcl.'naii, it is ouvious that the .iar Depart.'l'~nt would 
not and c)uld not seize approximately' a tenth of the population of 
the Ha"iaiian Islands and plac,~ that nLUl\ber in concentratiOil Gamps. 
iurther,:)OrC, thc:'e are approximatelJ 115;,000 :il11,:;dcan citizens cf' 
Japanese ances try \'ihich makes a t0t;:il) .in roun.d , of 155,000 
people in the r(jrl'itor~~ of Hav"li:u.i of ,Japanese anc agc.in,st a 
total population of 430,000. Therefore, the seizure 0:: Japanes ';: 
aliens in Hawaii is a m::ttter of sel'~ct.ivit;:r. has beem sone 
OVdr carefully and thoroughly with representative::; of l~litar.y In­
telligence in Hmmii and it is t:-lC eonsid~red opillion of tjis office 
and the OffiCe of l.lilit,·:ry Intelligence in Hawaii that if the leader, ­
ship of the Japanese allen population is seized, th,:ct, of itsdf, 
will break the backbone of any JapaJle;:;e alien resistonce or organiz8d 
attempt at interference. The Japan"~DI;; alien, without lCilders:1ip, can 
not and ..fill not operate effeetively 8.::ainst the internal s;;curity of 
these islands. Those aliens who have been li,st,·r1 for custodiial de­
tention comprise the alien leadership in Ha":aii in evel'y bran(;h of alien 
activity, namely: bU3inessmen;, consul;'!.!' a~entsj> J[:p8.ne::;e lan::;uilr:;8 scho()l 
teachers and principals, Juddhist and 8hin1;0 priests, and otners of no 
particular affiliation but '.-.<1:10 by r,~as.)n oJ: bleir e~:tre.lie nationalist.ic 
sentih1ents '"Ionld be a dan::;er to our secul~ity as nell aG ot.ht::'!'s:·lho 
have seen JanClnese mlitar:,' service .. 

This office, throuch :LtD 3pccid nt in CharGe, is 
in l:!ntire uGree;:tent "lith the plans ,";hich VIe ;':rliiJ l1L:S rormulated ~'or 

the handline or the enemy alien in Hawaii Elnd has col1abor'r.t(~d ",'i tl1 
the j\r:w here in perfecti'1g these plans .. 

In selectinc the custodi2l detention 8uOj'.3cts in thi:" 
field division) tbis O.~fice ha3 at al~L tiJUe3 hCJ.u the full coopcr,.;.tion .. 

\r'-_________~ -- ­

-" 
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Director 

of the Uffice of i..:.ilitG.rJ Intalli"ence imd til.:.: Cffic,:~ 01 ilaval In­
tClli:;ence and has received full ;nd cO;llp10te infOl'J;mtion cOIlcerninf' 
subjects rlitich th8y hat.! heretofore ;:13 beinE; persons \'Iho w 

shou.ld be ta;~en into eus todial det.ention in th~ ev ,m'~ of .·/ar. I.S a 
matter of fact, early in 1940, tilis office received from the Offh:e 
of LIilitary Intelligeltc3 and the Office of Haval Intdli8enee the 
nW118S ard a:::lclrssse:::; of all the persons ':Jhom CO':')~_'~()):"Cl UGil1t;erous 
to the internal security Oi.' ~hese isl<:Ulds and ',;ho should be picked up 
for custodial d"tcIJtion in the event of war,involving the UnitEd 
3tat3s nnd Japan and the otber axis po';wrs. It ;:,1:::;0 recei \"2d <~t that 
tince thu na:;;es and w.l:lr0ss:,;s of indivilluals VI~lO ',;Cl'e consid"':C";;;(l .I )~S 
daneurous and \'/ho should be placed un,jer surveillD.t1ce in the ev\:mt of 
war. 30th the Office of r;aval InteLieence anc.~ th~ Office of 1,:iliLlry 
Intelligence have continued since that tiulH to furnish the n<:.tw;~; of 
thoseinci:i.viduals whom they consider Lo the ir.ternal security 
of the Ur.ited 8t..atcs and ':1110 shoul(~ bo considered for cU,jtodial deten-, 
tion as those Wl;,il!:, l1::i'vc corne to their attcr:tion. office has 
opened investiG:.l.ti vc cas,;s on all of tl1',-,se individw.h:: OW} 2.::' tho 
investigations .;::re cOllli:)leted~ cust()d.i.u.l Getentiof! !n,;;,u:-[lIl:1;:, have [)8(.n, 

and;;ill be, sub.ittod in the CG.ses i!l1crc 1;:1''': llli'0rmc,.t.iun Justifius it. 
Custodial aet"mtion racn0 ranJa will be sub:,j.\:.tcd to tile Jurr::.3,u pro,]ptl;;r 
as justified in CUl.'.cent investigations. The~ie ',..ill be on 1.11Jividuals 
who have been considered less dangerous. The prLlary tho:J.ght ie 
project at the Honolulu Division was rirst to be sure that the l.';;ader­
s:'ip o~' the Japanese alien popule.ce ',';c:s taken c: re of [.n:J this has been .. 
done through the subll;i:;;:;;ion of custodial detcr;tion me;,oranda 'Iihich 
include meI:lbership in the organizations her'et-ofore laenti')ned. Custodial 
detention memoranda ,Iill be submitted to the Jureau d;)il~r 6,S they are 
prepared at tilis office. 

'.l'his;.ffice ;'!ill for,'lard to th8 ,3Ul~eClU a ,'!eekly su'::::''-'c'" 

of all p-:::rs::)fls listed :for custodial de t(!n Lion dj. videa into na t.iollali LiC5 , 
both citizen and c:.lien. This stL,c.arJ ';15.11 be 2. Lo :v hd~t,er:.; 
of rovcrt'JCr 17 unt.Ltlcd !IInLernal ~;";Guriti, Cu"Louid. jJet.enl~ion, :!eZYlcl!1 

and Ito.lian A2..iens" and my letter of ][over,]bc[' 1941, f..mt.Lt.led 
1!Internal :3cCllritj, (Ju:;toui:il D,~tent:l.on, (! ",lien::;li ...,nu"ill 
classify the individuals repoj.'ted tUlder tl1C l'esiJccLiv~ plw 0."' s0izure 
,':hich vlill .';overn them. 

• 


~~~------------------------
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Dir;;ctor. 

The plan formulated by the mi litnry mlthoritieB for 
h;mdling the enemy aliens in. Hawaii is based on a cOlTJ.prehensive 
kumdedge of the situation which h118 been gatl">cred by this offi.ce 
over a :oeriod of two and one-half Je;:l]~s and the knowlede;e whi ell the 
military intelligence has gained over a period of In!'.11Y years in its 
operations in the liawaiiRIl Islands.. It is intelli,l.,ent I'l.u:l reprnsentn 
the thinking of this office, the COllunandillg General of the Hev.'o.iian 
Dep8rtment and the officers of G-21 '9.lld hasl been d'9fligned tn the 
lieht of th2.t knowlede;e fJfid the affeet o:f such I!otions on the civil •populace. 

The progressive stages outli.ned :i.n my letter of 
Novem.~er 22, with respect to the Jnp:'nese RlioD l)O'')ul;~ceD ~.J:re (!H], 

intellip';811t approach to the situation 811d lITe cl~lculgtcd to obt.ain 
maximrnD. resultR with minimum distu:!:'bn;{1Lces in the c:Lvil conununit;y". 
It is further calculated to pr';!serYe f:lnO mflintfdn the res}€:ct of' the 
alien pOl,ulace in the constituted l!:tUthortties and 1~O maint:.:dn the 
loyalty of the vast majority of the; second I?tnd third e;enerB.ti()J1 
Japonese without I'Jli.enating eitherr;ruup. 

Very truly yom:'s II 

/../ ' 

("J, ? ..... 
R. L" SHIYill,'13» 

Spectf'l Agentin Ch~;rge. 
VIA CLIP1>ER. 

• 
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May 10, 2009 
 
Mount Sinai, New York 
 
The Honorable Barack H. Obama 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Re:  German-American Internees, WWII 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
Kindly accept this letter as a follow-up to your speech in Prague.  In it, you recalled the 
horrors of WWII and warned of intolerance and extremism.  More important, this letter is 
in memory of my mother on Mother’s Day. 
 
In September 1941, I was born in the New York Hospital, New York, NY.  Months after 
the outbreak of World War II, my mother, father and I were randomly selected by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) to be used as a family of German origin for 
exchange with American families held captive in Germany’s Third Reich.  In the early 
morning hours of July 7, 1942, the FBI raided our east side Manhattan apartment and 
arrested my mother, father and me (I was a mere 10 months old).  The three of us were 
incarcerated on Ellis Island awaiting a ship bound for Germany.   Both my mother and 
father were stripped of their American citizenship. 
 
During our stay on Ellis Island, a number of mothers of American born children, as well 
as my mother, brought us children before the Immigration and Natural Service (INS).  
These mothers informed the INS of their refusing to take American born children to a 
foreign country. The mothers went on to tell the INS to care for us children till war’s end 
and their return to the U.S. or until we turn 18—whichever was to come first.   
 
Soon after this confrontation between German mothers and INS authority, my mother, 
father and I were transported by rail to U.S. Internment Camp, Crystal City, Texas, 
February 1943.  Along with thousands of others, we remained interned in this camp till 
June 1947--two years following V-E Day. 
 
Of course, I am forever grateful to my mother for having raised me to become a good and 
proud American and for keeping me, a natural born American citizen, out of harms way 
of Nazi Germany during WWII.  So in your thoughts, Mister President, please wish my 
deceased mother a Happy Mother’s Day as I yours.  
 
 
 
 



While people of German descent were rounded up and incarcerated for exchanges, 
repatriations and/or internments, Japanese-Americans were also forced into repatriation 
and internment.  However, the United States government has recognized, apologized, and 
granted restitution to Japanese-Americans.    
 
Yes, the Japanese-Americans suffered injustices but so did German-Americans.  
Therefore, I respectfully request German-Americans be granted equal treatment. 
 
Thank you, Mister President, for your time and consideration.  
 
Respectfully yours, 
 
 
  <Signed>    
Werner Ulrich 



BEND, Oregon 
May 15th

, 2009 

The Honorable Baraek Obama 
President of the United States 
The WHITE HOUSE· 
Washington, DC 20500 
---via fax: 202/456-2461 

Dear Mr. President: 

The grant approval for some of the former JaJ,ane:seIAmerican internment sites is simply 
put, discriminatory favoritism. 

I can't imagine that you are not aware ofthis fat::!, that thousands ofGenrnam- and 
Italian!Americans were also interned, and hundreds ofCentral -and South Amt}Jricans of 
European descent were kidnapped and imprisoIlJeli on US soil. 

I'm deeply disturbed by the dishonesty that exis:ts, always has -actually, within our 
government per re. You Mr. President, are «the:" image ofchange..Moie voters than not 
believed that. I'm a former internee, born in New Jersey and then incarcerated for two 
years in Texas camps. 

Our Japanese! American fellow citizens should stolP promoting the HLlse historical 
imagery, that THEY were the only ones rounded up during WW It is, ofcourse, a self 
serving campaign and it's working. 

Compliments of the US Government, our entire fiunitly was shipped to Gennany five 
months before WW n was over. I experienced B 17 bombings and It'rencb tank grenad(~s 
exploding, none of that could, however, erase my American soul. It brought Il(l~~: back. 

I'm 70 years old. 6 feet tall, Caucasian, white hain~d and ava.ilable fhr a photo-op, if you 
so desire. I for one would like to put this myth to a rest. 

Most respectfully, 
Paul Grayber 
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